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and it was followed by the publication of an
edition of the New Testament alone.  What
a strange miscalculation of forces it appears
to have been!    It implied that readers gen-
erally were as much martinets in language
as the editor, and it did not take into ac-
count the immense inertia to be overcome,
when a single man should undertake to set
aside the accumulated reverence of two cent-
uries.    The revision of the Bible by Web-
ster was in singular confirmation of traits of
character which have already been noted.
He had unlimited confidence in himself, an
almost childish ignorance of obstacles, a per-
sistence which was unembarrassed by the in-
difference of others, and, from his long con-
tinued occupation, a habit of magnifying the
trivial.    He had not, in such a work as this,
the qualifications of a scholar; he had sim-
ply the training of a school-master; he was
ignorant of what he was undertaking, and
his independent revision of the Bible failed
to win attention, not because it was auda-
cious, but because it was not bold enough; it
offered no real contribution to Biblical crit-
icism.

He secured for it, indeed, a certain en-
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